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 Why I translated this 
Aren’t there enough 
versions?  
 
-------------- ERIN M. GRIMM 
 
I WOULD HAVE NEVER 
rededicated my life to Christ as 
an adult if it weren’t for my 
knowledge of other languages 
and for my ability to read and 
study and teach them. When I 
was still in my early twenties, and 
fresh out of undergrad, I attended 
fundamentalist Bible studies in 
Russian with friends. My Russian 
and Ukrainian friends had a 
simpler and purer faith, 
uncompromised by forays into 
science or historical criticism. 
They advised me not to take my 
mental health medication and I 
almost died from the mental 
health episode that followed. But 
while worshipping with them, a 
deeper essence of Christianity 
also emerged from the depths of 
their provincialism and I 
reconnected with God in a way 
that had never been possible 
after my education in the secular 
humanities.  
 
There is so much baggage that 
comes with reading the Bible in 
English. To name a few things: 
colonialism, fundamentalism, 
homophobia. These things are 
found in other cultures as well, 
but for some reason, reading the 
Bible in Russian as an American 
feels like home. So, I thought I 
would share this with you. Please 
read it carefully. You may find 
that Christianity breathes again 
when you do.   
 

 
 
This is a picture from 2011, when I had 
been going to Russian Bible studies to 
practice Russian (picture from Budapest). 

Picture taken at the base of Mt. Rainier. The translator lives in Seattle, Washington during winter, 
and Taos, New Mexico during summers. Nature is a gift from God and we must care for it. 

Who wrote this book? 
And: Does it matter?  
-------------- ERIN MICHAEL GRIMM The Jews had converted to 

Christianity but were dispersed as 
a result of persecution, on 
account of their Christianity. 
 
Liberal readers and interpreters 
will often make the claim that 
James is conservative and 
focused on holiness because it 
was written to people struggling in 
an environment that was hostile 
to them, and that that is why 
they are supposed to be pure and 
to keep themselves undefiled from 
the world. And that since that is 
not the case for us, then we can 
ignore it. They will also say in 
their introductions to myriad 
books of the Bible, that they 
weren’t written by the people who 
it says were the authors. However, 
I think that this is just a 
convenient sociological 
interpretation that really is 
irrelevant. As I read James, the 
book is Scripture, written by the 
very brother of Jesus, and the 
Book of James is more enduring 
than the ever-shifting scholarship 
that debates where and by whom 
it was written. Debate is unhelpful. 

I have worshipped with a lot of 
different kinds of believers, from the 
profoundly fundamentalist, who did not 
believe in evolution and who will not 
get vaccinated in the midst of a global 
pandemic, to the deeply progressive 
and decolonial who embrace all types 
of same sex sexual practices and 
partner-ings and even applaud them 
and strain to practice similar habits 
even if it is unnatural to them. There 
are so many different takes on the 
Bible and the history of how it was 
written. Sadly, the way people identify 
themselves in terms of politics can 
also shape what they see as true of 
the Bible. It should not be this way. 
 
The way I like to frame it is as follows: 
 
The Book of James was written by 
Jesus’s brother (same mother, 
obviously different father – Joseph -
since Jesus is the Son of God).  
James ministered to the Jews of the 
diaspora. Diaspora means spread out. 
Dispersed.  

 



 

The Book of James (From the Modern Russian Translation)  

 

  

Chapter 1: 12-18  
On temptation and the 
nature of God Himself 
 
Blessed is the person who 
carries on in the face of difficult 
times, enduring them to the very 
end. Such a person will receive 
the crown of life that God 
promised to all who love Him. 
When temptation overtakes you, 
do not say, “It’s God who’s 
tempting me.” God Himself 
cannot be tempted by evil and 
He tempts no one. Each person 
is tempted by their very own 
personal desires; they distract 
and seduce the person. Then 
desire conceives and births sin, 
and the committed sin gives 
birth to death itself. My dear, 
dear brothers, do not go off the 
beaten path and lose yourselves. 
All good and perfect gifts are 
brought forth from above, from 
the Father of Lights, in whom 
there is no change or alteration 
whatsoever. He Himself, by His 
very own will, birthed us with the 
word of Truth, so that it would 
fall to us to be the first fruits of 
His creatures.    
 

 
 
Analysis: Notice that it says when 
temptation overtakes us, not if. We will 
be tempted, but we do always have the 
choice in how to respond. In this way 
we can preserve dignity even in our 
profound humanity. 

Gualala, California. There were a lot of walruses during our visit that year during a family 
vacation. I read my Bible in the mornings looking at this view and prayed so that I could be 
my best self during the trip since family trips are often difficult for me.  

 

Chapter 1: 1-8 
Wisdom, faith, and the plight of the 
double-souled 

 

Beloved twelve tribes of Israel, who 
have been scattered amongst various 
peoples: I, James, a servant of God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, greet you 
affectionately. Brothers, when you are 
coming up against various difficult 
experiences life brings, consider it to 
be a great joy. You know that such 
trials of faith yield endurance, and 
that such endurance should grow up 
mightily, and to such a great degree, 
that you would become, once and for 
all, mature (as great orchards or wise 
elders); in other words, you will 
become integrated, integrous, without 
any shortcoming whatsoever. If any of 
you has insufficient wisdom, simply 
ask God, who, without reproaching us, 
generously gives of it – you will 
indeed receive wisdom!  

The person who asks for it, however, 
must truly believe, not in the least bit 
doubting, because those who doubt 
resemble the waves of the sea, 
carried about and shattered by the 
wind. No such person should count 
on receiving anything whatsoever from 
the Lord. Such a person is double-
souled and lacks strength in every 
single thing that he does.  
 
 
Analysis: This was a difficult read for me as a 
woman with a mental health condition. While I 
don’t doubt in terms of faith – I have total 
faith in God – I often have a schizophrenic 
doubleness in life and often have pursued 
tangents that led nowhere because I wasn’t 
fully integrated when I made important 
decisions. Study this passage often and you 
will grow in wisdom and will make more 
informed decisions.   

 

Chapter 1: 9-11 
Think twice if you’re proud to be rich and distinguished 

 

The brother of the lower class, in 
fact, can brag on account of his 
high position. And the rich person 
can brag about his lowliness, 
because he will vanish like a 
wildflower. The sun rises and with 
its heat it dries up the plant, its 
flower falls off, and all of its 
beauty fades. In exactly this way, 
even the rich person will wilt and 
die in the midst of his endeavors.   
 
 

Analysis: Things are not always what 
they seem. Throughout the Old and 
New Testaments, the lowly are made 
high and the high made low. Wealth 
and power often bring corruption, 
especially dishonest wealth. 
 
Parallel text (Acts 10:28-29): 
Peter said to them: “You yourselves know 
that Jews are forbidden from socializing 
with non-Jews or entering their homes. 
But God showed me that I should call no 
man unholy or unclean, and therefore, 
when you came to bring me here, I left 
to see you without objection.” 
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The Book of James (From the Modern Russian Translation)  

My dog Addie doesn’t drink, but I used to. It is not out of excessive moralism, and I’ve never been an alcoholic, but I don’t drink merely because making the 
conscious commitment ensures that I am always staying grounded in Christ and not social mores. It’s not that I’m unchristian if I drink, but I do think I’m a better 
Christian by keeping the commitment to myself that I will not do so. Every party becomes a choice to rededicate myself to God. I’ve even started bringing my own 
non-alchololic beer. Also, this way I know I’m not a stumbling block to others who either want to or need to abstain. 

What kind of drinker are you? 
Chapter 1: 19-27  
 
 
My dear brothers, I implore you to understand that 
each of us should be more inclined to listen than to 
speak or display anger. In anger people don’t do 
anything of use to God. Therefore, abandon all 
impurity and all traces of evil and, in gentleness, 
partake of the ingrafted, implanted Word that has 
the power to save your souls.   
 
At the same time, be not only listeners of the Word, 
but be also fulfillers of it, otherwise you’re just 
deceiving yourselves. Whoever listens to the Word 
but doesn’t fulfill it is like one who looks in the 
mirror: he examines himself, walks away, and 
instantly forgets how he looks. But the person who 
continually and invariably immerses himself in the 
Perfect Law, the Law which gives freedom, and 
enters into harmony with it, not forgetting about 
what he has heard, will be blessed in his endeavors. 
Whoever considers himself pious and yet cannot 
control his tongue, is deceiving himself, and the 
piety of such a person is of no use. Clean and pure 
piety before God consists in helping orphans and 
widows in their needs and keeping oneself cleansed 
of the world. 

 
 
Analysis: I have noticed that some Christians are so set 
on not being “those kinds of holiness Christians” that 
they see it as almost spiritual to drink, often to the 
point of intoxication. They are like children who are 
learning that their parents weren’t perfect and who run 
further away from sobriety with each passing year. 
Parallel verse: 

 
 
 

“Be vigilant and wakeful. Your enemy, the 
devil, roams all around you, like a roaring 

lion in search of a victim. Be strong in faith 
and resist the devil, understanding that all 

over the world your brothers endure similar 
sufferings.” (1 Peter 5: 8-9) 

FACT: The holiness movement is traditionally associated with avoidance of 
alcohol. This is because it arose in the 19th century, when strong liquor rather 
than light beer became the standard fare. People didn’t understand the risk of 
alcoholism because they had formerly been able to drink amply without ill 
effects. Significant social ills resulted from the profound alcoholism that 
ensued, and Christians realized to combat sin, they had to address its source 
of the era: strong drink. Overly zealous religious people often have addictive 
personalities. Alcoholism is a leading cause of death in Russian men. That and 
suicide. Average lifespan is mid-fifties for men on account of drink and suicide.  
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